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Rally for Sanity in D.C. 
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Photos by Andy Robinson 


Student Andy Robinson, traveled to 
| Washington, D.C., to attend the Rally 
for Sanity. See page 5 for full story. 


College fair offers 


Students looking to 
transfer benefit from 
campus event 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


Hundreds of students stormed the 
Technology Center on Wednesday, 
Oct. 20, for a chance to meet advi- 
sors from potential schools at the col- 
lege fair. 

Another college fair was held on 
the Lawrence campus Oct. 27. 

The Haverhill event, which 
kicked off at 10 a.m. and ran until 
lp.m. brought together more than 60 
representatives from all over the state 
and as far as Manhattan, New York. 

“There is a wide spectrum of 
schools represented here,” said Deb 
Card, one of the students who attend- 
ed the event. 

The event had 60 representatives 


from Massachusetts state schools and 
private colleges from several states. 

“It’s a place where students get to 
know where to go without really 
traveling much,” said Rosalie 
Catalano from the advising depart- 
ment and event organizer. “It’s a 
great opportunity for students to get 
on the spot admissions.” 

“The outcome was impressive,” 
Catalano said, “It’s easier to get the 
schools to come here. I can’t make 
the students attend, but I am very 
happy with today’s turnout.” : 

The representatives, who were 
full of information, appeared to be 
happy to assist students with the 
questions they had and helped them 
to understand the different programs 
offered in the schools. 

Students from different majors 
seemed to be thrilled by the informa- 
tion given to them in handouts and by 
talking to school representatives. 

The academic center encouraged 
students to move around the 60 


Award honors students 


Recognition program 
launched by Student 
Affairs Committee 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC staff members will now 
be nominating outstanding students 
every month, who will have the 
chance of becoming the Student of 
the Month. The Student Affairs 
Committee runs the entire process. 

In order to nominate a student 
you need to obtain a nomination form 
and fill-out the student’s name, who 
is nominating them, title, 
division/work area and reason for 
nomination. 

In your reason for nomination 
you need to explain why you feel the 


student should be recognized as the * 


outstanding student of the month. 

You can recognize a student for 
academic achievement, engagement 
in the college or the community, or 
willingness to help other students. 

If more than one student is nomi- 
nated a name will be drawn at ran- 
dom. The winner will receive a $50 
check and recognition in the NECC 
Observer. 

The deadline for nominations is 
the second to last Friday of each 
month. Submit all nomination forms 
to Student Affairs Committee repre- 
sentative Ginger Hurajt in Spurk (C- 
building) 317B or online, 
ghurajt@necc.mass.edu. 


insights 
tables, by giving stickers for a raffle 
and also a slice of pizza. 

“Stickers were unique, they made 
students talk to people and also gave 
them a chance to win a prize,” said 
Amadyson Rafael, a student who 
attended the event. 

For students who attended, they 
appreciated it, and all seemed happy 
to get all the information under one 
roof. 

The event benefitted most stu- 
dents who don’t have means to drive 
to various schools of their choice. 

“This gives students a great 
opportunity to get a lot of good infor- 
mation,” said Carthy Fabre, a double 
major student, studying general stud- 
ies and liberal arts. 

“Useful information, especially if 
you can’t get transportation to 
schools that you would like to know 
about.” 

Together with transfer informa- 
tion, students got a chance to learn 
about scholarships and financial aid 


The nominees for the month of 


October were: Nicole Withrow, 
Shannon Sheltra, Harmonie Jean- 
Charland, Richard Theriault, Jill 
Norwood, Robert Tridenti, Kristen 
Davis, and Mary Willard. 

The student taking the award is 
Jill Norwood, who was nominated by 
Professor Dawn Zapata. Professor 
Amy Callahan chose her name at ran- 
dom out of an envelope. 

Zapata turned in a nomination 
letter saying: 

“Jill Norwood has overcome 
tremndous odds to return to school. 
After experiencing a devastating per- 
sonal loss and overcoming a series of 
life issues. 

“Jill has returned to school to 
provide inspiration to her family, 
which has undergone some very dark 
times. Jill’s decided to focus on IT, 
given the job prospects in the field, 
and initially struggled to adjust to the 
demands of college life. 

“Despite initial barriers, Jill was 
determined to succeed and studied 
during every free moment she had 
available. Having two teenage sons 
and four courses is no easy feat, but 
what makes Jill amazing is that she 
continues to strive to do her best 
despite anything life throws her 
ay.” 

When asked how she felt about 
being nominated for the award and 
then actually winning the award 
Norwood replied: 

“I must tell you that when | 
received the e-mail from my profes- 
sor, Dawn Zapata, that she nominated 
me for student of the month, I was 


Courtesy photo 


Student of the Month 
winner, Jill Norwood. 


pleasantly surprised. After 25 years 
of being out of school I finally had 
the chance to try and come back to 
further my education. 

“T have had the pleasure of meet- 
ing Dawn Zapata in my computer 
class. I found her to be an inspiration 
itself to me. Dawn had dreams and 
furthered them beyond what I 
believed could be possible. 

She inspired me with her words 
of encouragement, understanding and 
extreme patience. 

“It has made it so that I have no 
regrets and only more hopes of fur- 
thering my education, there will be 
great memories and encouragement 
for me to go on. 

“T would like to thank Dawn and 
whoever else played a role in this 
choice for student of the month. I feel 
honored. It’s a WOW sutuation, and I 
can’t say thank you enough.” 


and information 


photo by Stephen Ndungu 


Students attend a college fair that was set up at the 
Technology Center for transfer students. 


in different schools. 

A University of Massachusetts 
representative spent some time 
explaining the available opportuni- 
ties to track and field students. 


Students are urged to visit the 
advising centers on the Lawrence and 
Haverhill campuses for information 
on transferring to a four year school. 
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Did you use your right ; 


yesterday and vote? 


I’m sure everyone has heard who 
has won the elections from yesterday 
by now. 

You also are probably walking 
around listening to people complain 
about who won and why the other 
candidate was a better choice. 

The question you should be ask- 
ing is did you even vote? Voting is a 
privilege as much as a right and 
should be taken very seriously. Just 
because you can vote doesn’t mean 
you should do so frivolously. 

A lot of people don’t like to do 
the research on the candidates to 
gather the information they need to 
make an informed decision. 

Instead they listen to their family 
and friends’ opinions, and what they 
have to say, and then vote according 
to that. 


Everyone has their own opinion 
but most of what people say probably 
isn’t factual. Afterall, people aren’t 
perfect and are prone to bias. 

Another big mistake is when 
people get all their information from 
political commentators like Bill 
O'Reilly or Bill Maher. While their 
opinions may have points, they are 
commentators, not news sources and 
as such are biased. 

If you are one of the many people 
that like to complain about the elect- 
ed officials, but did not get out there 
and vote, then you have no right to be 
saying anything at all. 

I hope everyone at this school did 
exercise their right to vote because 
your voice contributes to the collec- 
tive voice of the nation. 

In other words your voice does 
matter, and you should take advan- 
tage of this very important opportu- 
nity that you have. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifica- 
tion. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line or 
risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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What political party are you 


Jeremy Neil 


Liberal Arts: Writing 
“The rent is 2 damn high party.” 


Dustin Kelly 
Liberal Arts: Theater 
“Democrat.” 


affiliated with? 


Lauren Swymer Lathon Jones Downing 
Business Liberal Arts: Journalism 
“T have absolutely no idea.” “Independent party.” 


Photos/Interviews by Chantal McGovern 


Cody Demers 


Kerri Valentine 

Foreign Languages Liberal Arts 

“I'm a Democrat, but I’m voting “I am in the Green Rainbow of 
for the Republican party to send a Massachusetts party.” 


message to Washington.” 


Hmm...what political pa 


It is difficult deciding 
what party you 
belong to 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


Even now, on the evening before I 
am supposed to vote for the very first 
time, I still can’t come to a decision 
of who to vote for. Therefore, I have 
decided to watch the movie 
Halloween, the original, not Rob 
Zombie’s, and eat Skittles. 

Don’t laugh at me, on previous 
occasions this mixture has caused me 
to have intense, deep, intellectual, 
and moral thoughts. But right now it 
is only making me crave more fist- 
fuls of candy. 

With a few more in my mouth, I am 
feeling good. In fact, I have just had 
an epiphany. The key to solving this 
enigma is to decide what political 
agenda I side with. After another 
handful of candy and another attack 
sequence in the movie. I have come 
to an educated decision. 

I am proud to say that I am now a 
member of the Tea Party movement. 

Although, I think I am more part of 
the organic green tea party move- 
ment. I mean, I know that I am defi- 
nitely not part of the regular tea party 


movement because regular, unsweet- 
ened tea, that is not green is simply 
disgusting. Yes, I am part of the green 
tea party movement. 

But, maybe I am a supporter of the 
Republican party. Since witches 
frighten me and there aren’t any 
witches in the Republican party. 
Well, at least they claim there aren’t 
any in their office. 

So since, I don’t like witches and 
want a person like everyday 
American citizens in office, | am def- 
initely part of the Republican party. 

On the contrary, Sarah Palin may 
actually practice witchcraft. She 
might be witch because she does 
have magical glasses. 

Since, honestly, who can actually 
see Russia from their house? Even if 
they do live in Alaska. 

Besides this I don’t like Sarah Palin 
and more than likely never will. 
Really, who does? The supporters of 
her famous daughter on Dancing 
with the Stars ? 

Yes, I am definitely not part of the 
Republican party and Sarah Palin, if 
you’re reading this I'd like to borrow 
your magical glasses sometime. It 
would be really, really interesting to 
see the world from behind your 
glasses, and I suspect you practice 
witchcraft. 

Furthermore, there are many flaws 
with the Republican party, a prime 
example is George W. Bush’s admin- 


istration. 

Therefore, | must be a part of the 
Democratic party. Yes, | am comfort- 
able with that. I am enlightened. 

I support our President Barack 
Obama. I must be a part of the 
Democratic party. Finally, something 
I am comfortable with. I support 
things, so many things, that I don’t 
know what I really support. 

But, I do support health care for 
everyone and debt, a lot of debt. 
Years and years and decades worth of 
debt. 

On second thought, I am not part of 
the Democratic party, I really don t 
know what I support. And no I am 
not comfortable with that. I guess, I 
am not enlightened. 

I suppose right now is the time to 
panic. The hours are counting down 
until | am going to vote for the very 
first time, and | still don t know who 
to vote for. 

In fact, | know that a baker was 
running for office, so he could cook 
delectable items for everyone. 

Then again, he is a Republican and 
may practice witchcraft, so he is not 
going to get my vote. 

I guess, I am not comfortable with 
picking a candidate. 

Maybe, I am not set out to be a part 
of the green tea party or the witches 
group. 

When it comes down to it, I want to 
vote for who I believe in. I support 
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Sarah Palin must be a witch because she can see 


Russia from her house. 


our troops, healthcare and lower 
taxes for struggling families and 
small businesses. I support the public 
education systems and support the 
movement to bring sanity back to 
America. 


I may not have a degree in politics, 
but I did take American Government 
& Politics, after all. 

Yes, you can bet on election day I 
voted for George Washington, or 
someone like him. 


Tea Party believes in Constitution 


Dear Editor, 


I am responding to an article 
in the last edition of The 
Observer, written by David Lunn, 
titled “Tea Party movement is ris- 
ing.” In it, he points at the Tea 
Party's focus on the Declaration of 


Independence and the 
Constitution as evidence that the 
Tea Party is off-focus. 


He points out several items 
in the Constitution that seem to 
be flaws, and states that it is 
wrong to look at it as the source to 
every answer, and fails to remem- 
ber that the amendments to the 
Constitution are part of the 
Constitution. 

There are several different 
points in his article which I would 
like to debate the accuracy of. 

Lunn states that there are sev- 


eral ethical issues in the 
Constitution, but they have been 
addressed before. 


In the Constitution Slavery 
was outlawed by the 13th amend- 
ment (1865), and discrimination 
on account of race was outlawed 
by the 14th and 15th amendments 
(1868 and 1870). 

I will thank the author for not- 
ing that there was really no way to 
get the assorted states to sign a 
Constitution that made slavery 
illegal in the late 18th century. 
Discrimination against women 
was ended with the 19th amend- 
ment (1920). 

Discrimination against non- 
landowners was ended with the 
14th amendment (1868) and the 
poll tax, (the requirement to pay 


some sum of money to vote) was 
made illegal in the 24th amend- 
ment (1964). 

The author states that the part 
of the Constitution that prevents 
anyone who was not born in the 
U.S. from becoming President 
was added to: “keep a foreign 
agent from taking over the coun- 
try and selling it out to the hated 
Brits - not exactly a current prob- 
lem.” 

The count of different coun- 
tries in the world runs from 192 to 
195 (depending on some techni- 
calities), and of these there are 
several that are antagonistic to 
the U.S., not to mention the large 
number of terrorists and radicals 
who hate the U.S. of their own 
accord. 

Between this and the fact that 
a native-born citizen is most like- 
ly to represent the interests and 
wishes of the populace, it just 


makes common sense, whether 
the ”Brits” are hated enemies or 
not. ‘ 

The author also states that the 
Electoral College system was 
installed “because our beloved 
framers didn't trust the people to 
elect the President.” 

Actually, while this may be 
partly true, I believe the main rea- 
son is that there was no good way 
to count the popular vote at that 
time. While that is possible now, 
there are still plenty of errors in 
the system, which means that 
switching to the popular vote now 
would make the system less accu- 
rate. 

Further, the author points out 
that “the Constitution was actual- 
ly written to curb the power of the 
individual states and to strength- 
en the central government at the 
expense of democracy.” This is 
true. The Constitution extended 


the central government far, far 
beyond anything that the U.S. had 
seen up to that point. 

But the reason for that is 
because the government, under 
the Articles of Confederation, had 
virtually no power at all. In effect, 
the 13 states at that time were 13 
loosely connected, allied coun- 
tries. The Constitution made 
them into one country. However, 
the connectedness of that country 
was in question even up to the 
Civil War, when the theory that 
states were sovereign and could 
secede was tested and disproved. 

At this point in time, the 
Constitution has been interpreted 
far beyond anything the Founding 
Fathers could have imagined its 
powers to mean, and I believe 
they are far beyond anything the 
Constitution could mean. 

Finally, the author states that 
the section of the Pledge to 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns to the NECC 


Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


America that says “Any future 
bills including budget items must 
include exact words from the U.S. 
Constitution that justify the con- 
tent of the proposed measure,” in 
his exact words, “seems over- 
done.” 

Allow me to quote from the 
Congressional Oath of Office: "I, 
(name of Member), do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will sup- 
port and defend the Constitution 
of the United States...and that I 
will well and faithfully discharge 
the duties of the office on which I 
am about to enter.” 

Every member of Congress 
has pledged to follow and defend 
this document. They can, and do, 
hold different views on what it is 
supposed to mean, but they have 
to defend the Constitution of the 
United States of America. 

Therefore, it hardly seems 
unreasonable to make them prove 
that what they are doing is within 
the Constitution. 

The reason that the Tea Party 
was formed and is active is that its 
members feel that Congress has 
not lived up to their oaths, and 
that recent bills such as the stim- 
ulus bill or the health care bill go 
far beyond the Constitution in 
their roles. 

In this case, I believe that they 
are entirely justified in pointing to 
the Constitution as a symbol of 
what America should be. 


Sincerely, 


Lyford Beverage 
NECC Student 
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Question arise over 
puppets sexual 
orientation 


By Lisa LEMOI 
Correspondent 


I can’t believe the news actually 
wasted 90 seconds of my life broad- 
casting that Bert from “Sesame 
Street” could actually be gay. 

Seriously? 

I look over at my boyfriend and 
flatly state to him, “You have got to 
be kidding me.” 

He lets out a giggle and shrugs his 
shoulders at me. | continue my rant. 
“Seriously, they have got to be jok- 
ing. Who the hell cares if Bert is gay? 
He’s a puppet!” 

Honestly people. Geta grip. Is there 
nothing else more important to report 
on than the nonexistent, hypothetical 
sexual preference of a puppet? I’m 
sure they could have at least dug up 
some new information on Whitey 
Bulger or Jimmy Hoffa. 

But hey, since they opened that can 
of worms why should we stop there? 
If we’re going to start dissecting 
“Sesame Street” characters let’s take 
a look at a sampling, shall we? 

Yes. Let’s do that. 

How about we start with Big Bird? 

He has a pretty effeminate voice 
and loves teddies. You never see him 
with a female Big Bird, but he is 
always with his male pal, Mr. 
Snuffleupagus. 

Hmm. Very interesting. 

Oh, then there is Grover. He’s a 
silly little blue creature that constant 


Tips on how to beat a traffic 


Always be polite and 
never act haughty 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Correspondent 


An unexpected traffic ticket, which 
would be a slap on the wrist to some- 
one well-off, can be devastating to 
someone with a low income. By far 
the best way to avoid a ticket is to not 
break any laws, but even that’s not 
100% -- police are people too, and 
sometimes make mistakes — and you 
might be pulled over for doing some- 
thing you didn’t realize was illegal. 

Fighting a traffic ticket begins when 
you get pulled over. When you're 
stopped, pull over as soon as possible 
and turn your car off. Put the keys on 
the dashboard and your hands on the 
steering wheel. 

This will put the officer at ease that 
you're not going to try anything vio- 
lent. You can also get your license 
and registration ready, or you can 
wait for him or her to ask for them. 

It’s a good idea to take an apolo- 
getic tone, but don’t confess to any 
specific crime. “I was only going a 
few miles over” is a confession, and 
will be used against you. 

It's also a bad idea to make it obvi- 
ous that you intend to fight the ticket 


ly flails his arms around in a panic. 

Could he be gay too? 

Ridiculous, isn’t it? 

To be honest, I’m pretty ticked off 
about all of the talk regarding the 
twitter comment that was left on the 
Sesame page on October 25th, sup- 
posedly left by Bert himself. 

The comment was in reference to 
an upcoming A-Team remake. Bert 
tweeted, “Ever notice how similar 
my hair is to Mr. T’s?” “The only dif- 
ference is mine is a little more ‘mo’, 
and a little less ‘hawk’. 

This single comment actually 
sparked the LA Times to do a three 
page story on whether or not the 
executives at Sesame Workshop are 
consciously trying to appeal to gay 
viewers, and how PBS may not be so 
eager to embark on such a topic. 

Personally, I couldn’t care less if 
they are trying to do just that. 

If they are, | say kudos to them! 
“Sesame Street” has always tried to 
be as diverse as possible with their 
puppets and their actors. 

If you were an avid “Sesame Street” 
watcher as a child, take a moment 
and think about the characters. I bet 
there was at least one you could 
relate to in one way or another. 

When I was a child, I remember 
Linda, the adult actor who was deaf 
and taught us all sign language. It 
fascinated me and still does to this 
day. 

She was a warm, funny and kind per- 
son. Had I not been exposed to her 
uniqueness, and educated on it, she 
could have been someone that | 
viewed as scary or odd. 

Mr. Hooper was the grumpy but lov- 
able store owner. He was a person 
that most of us could relate to as an 


-- if you do, the police officer will be 
more likely to prepare for it that 
night, and might decide to make a 
point of showing up to your hearing 
when he or she otherwise wouldn't. 

If all goes well, the officer will cut 
you a break. But if they don’t, your 
goal is to be as unmemorable as pos- 
sible. 

If the officer has a grudge against 
you, you're not going to win. The 
first thing to do is file a continuance. 
You should be able to get at least one, 
if your reasons are good. In the 
meantime, read more than just this 
article to prepare. 

You'll also want to file a Motion 
for Discovery, which means the pros- 
ecutor has to turn over all their evi- 
dence — in this case, it’s probably 
just the officer’s notes.Your best 
hope here is that something will go 
wrong on their end, but you'll also 
want to prepare an argument in case 
they come to court prepared. 

Get to court early, and try to find 
out if the officer who issued ‘your 
ticket is there. If not, good. Wait until 
your name is called, and when he’s 
not there to give testimony, you win 
(in most states). 

If he is, you want to talk to either 
him or the prosecuting attorney. If 
they never responded to your Motion 
for Discovery, tell them about that 
because that’s your case. If they did, 
tell them how you plan to argue. Your 
goal here is to get them to offer a 


elder relative. C’mon, admit it, we all 
had one. 

Then there was Louis and Maria, a 
Latino married couple who even 
raised a child on the show. 
Admittedly, I still can see my own 
father in Louis even though | am full- 
blooded Italian. 

Then there was Bob. Bob was 
everyone’s confidant and buddy. He 
was a safe and secure person who 
always had it together, kind of like a 
mother. However, he 
paired up with anyone. 

I think that as the years go on, and 
families change, so should children’s 
shows. Same-sex marriages are now 
legal and couples are forming and 
raising families of their own. 

They are fantastic, conscientious, 
parents, who only want the best for 
their children, as we all do, and they 
are exposing their children to such 


never Was 


great shows as “Sesame Street”. So 
why not show those children that 
there are other families just like 
them? 

Currently on television, there are 
two shows that promote gay parent- 
ing. “Modern Family” and the other 
is “Glee”. 

According to the UCLA Williams 
Institute there are currently 1 million 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen- 
der parents raising about 2 million 
children in the U.S. 

This is hardly a drop in the bucket if 
you ask me. 

There is so much left to be discov- 
ered with the statistics on children 
who are raise in same sex homes. | 
could only hope that there are lots of 
positive outcomes in the coming 
years. Only time will tell. 

However, presently there are 
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Is Sesame Street appropriate for impressionable 


children to be exposed to? 


still so many people that will 
never agree. There will always be 
people who will never believe 
that same-sex couples should 
have children or raise them. 

No matter what the statistics 
conclude or how many studies 
have been conducted, there are 


some things can't 
change. 

However, the one thing we can 
do is to surround ourselves with 
people who love and accept us 
for who we are and try to educate 
the ones who don’t, just like Bert 


and Ernie. 


ticket 


we just 
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Being informed about the legal system can have its benefits, even in regards to 
tickets for speeding and other traffic violations. 


deal. Take it, especially if it involves 
dropping the charges. A period of 
good behavior is a good outcome. 

If it goes before the judge, you’re 
probably going to lose, but try any- 
way. You don’t want the judge or 
officers to think you were wasting 
their time for nothing. You might be 
able to appeal, but it’s usually not 
worth it. 

There are a number of good 


resources about avoiding and beating 
tickets online; do your homework, 
read up on them before you ever get 
pulled over. 

Some foreknowledge can save you 
a lot of trouble and a lot of money. 
And remember: one of the great 
things about America is our partici- 
patory justice system, but it only 
works if you get involved. Fighting a 
traffic ticket will teach you a lot 


about our legal system and it allows 
you to participate as a citizen in a 
way that’s relatively painless, and 
which could save you some financial 
difficulty. 

Our legal system operates on the 
assumption that citizens will fight for 
themselves — challenging prosecu- 
tion is what keeps our justice system 
balanced and fair. 
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Political rally hosted 
by comedians proves 
to be no joke 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
Correspondent 


The “Rally to Restore Sanity and/or 
Fear,” began the night before it start- 
ed on the runway at LaGuardia. Just 
as | took my seat on the second plane 
of the day (first being in Boston), I 
was greeted by Amy Santos of 
Albany, New York, with the question 
of, “Are you going to the Rally?” The 
only indication that I was headed to 
Washington D.C., to attend the rally 
was a very small promotional pin I 
had made a few days before. Was it 
that obvious? 

In direct response to the radical tea 
parties of the far right, political 
comedians Jon Stewart and Stephen 
Colbert held a much publicized rally 
of their own at the National Mall Oct. 
30. 

Santos, who was also on her way to 
the rally, said, “I try to do something 
political every year. This seemed like 
a good cause.” 

Underground at the Metro in 
Washington, waiting for the second 
train of the day at 7:15 a.m., the sta- 
tion was filled with people bubbling 
with excitement; anxious to reach the 
surface of the National Mall. 

We get off at the Smithsonian stop 
and the masses are walking towards 
the Capital, where the rally was being 
held just outside, at East Seaton Park 
and Henry Park. Hundreds of people 
in big groups, close couples, and sin- 
gle loners walking with heart, walk- 
ing with determination, walking 
towards the stage and achieving the 
goal of making it alive to the rally. 

According to CBS News, 215,000 
were in attendance, going as far back 
as the Washington Monument and 
manifesting itself onto the shoulders 
of the mall. 

The hours before the rally were the 
rally. This was a true gathering of 
bright minds, old intellectuals, and 
passionate youth. The young and old. 
The grandchildren of the Kennedy 
era. The parents of the Facebook gen- 
eration. The students, the artists, the 
red-collar workers, Republicans, 
Democrats - all coming together, 
leaving their busy lives behind for 
just one day for a rebirth of sanity. 

Yvonne Chol, from Los Angeles, 
California, said, “I bought the tickets 
as soon as it was announced.” 

Scott and Denise Myers, a couple 
from San Diego, California, said they 
came, “for the adventure of it.” 

Zak Goldberger, from Herndon, 
Virginia, “I’m afraid I’m not really 
sane anymore. I support both rallies 
(Stewart and Colbert’s viewpoints). 
I’m a moderate.” 

David Lee, from Miami, Florida, 
said he came to, “support Jon and 
Colbert. Hopefully they’ ll start some- 
thing great.” 

Lisa Ohlenkamp, who had made 
-camp ona blanket with a backpack of 
food and essentials, said she was 
from Toronto, Canada. 

People from all over the country 
were so proud to be in attendance. No 
frown was made, no scoff was heard, 
and no insanity ensued. Everyone 
around us became consumed in not 


only political discussion, but in hor- 
tific stories of their own versions of 
“Planes, Trains, and Automobiles.” 

Penny Escamill, from Salt Lake 
City, Utah, said she drove 35 hours 
straight to be at the rally. “It’s the 
most insane thing to do for the sake 
of sanity.” 

With the masses came an enor- 
mous outpouring of wild artistic cre- 
ativity. Signs that almost umbrellaed 
the crowd were the perfect rebuttals 
to the signs of the Tea Partiers. Signs 
mocking politics: 

“T fought Nazis and they don’t look 
like Obama.” Signs mocking the 
media: “Go Fox yourself, Glen 
Beck.” Signs mocking signs. “This is 
a good sign.” Costumes also pep- 
pered the crowd. From Gumby to 
many-many “Where’s Waldos.” 

Stewart and Colbert did not create 
a new movement or just a parody of 
the radical tea parties. They jump- 
started the forgotten movement of, 
“Can’t we all just get along.” 

The People came for one purpose: 
to commit themselves to turning up 
the volume (not to 11) of the “70 and 
80 percenters” and to politely state 
that we as Americans are OK. We’re 
concemed about the government, but 
we’re not scared and hiding our 
money and guns under our mattress- 
es. Also, we don’t think, because of 
your disagreeing opinion, that you’re 
Hitler. 

The Roots opened with a long 
entrance and united with John 
Legend later on. The MythBusters 
Adam Savage and Jamie Hyneman 
conducted experiments on the crowd 
ranging from synchronized jumps 
and waves to cheek pops. The results 
of which can only be described as, 
“wonderfully ridiculous.” 

Don Novello, in character as 
Father Guido Sarducci, gave a bene- 
diction, asking God which religion is 
the right one. Special appearances 
were also made by Kareem Abdul- 
Jabbar, R2-D2, The Daily Show 
news team, and Sam Waterson of 
Law and Order fame. 

Yusuf Islam (known in the old days 
as Cat Stevens) literally battled his 
“Peace Train,’ with Ozzy 
Osbourne’s, “Crazy Train.” The com- 
promise between the two was settle- 
ment settling of a performance by 
The O’Jay’s playing “Love Train.” 
Mavis Staples, Jeff Tweedy, Cheryl 
Crow. and Kid Rock also gave pas- 
sionate performances. 

The powerful guest list of entertain- 
ers and musicians was sewn together 
by Stewart and Colbert’s political 
antics. Colbert played the wild 
Republican character as usual and 
Stewart played the honest man with a 
golden sense of humor. 

The rally was not a political rally, 
but a critique of the national media. 
Though the rally was thought to have 
a staunch liberal bias to it, with every 
Glenn Beck/Fox News joke made, an 
Ed Shultz/MSNBC one followed. 

Stewart’s inspirational ending 
speech was the culmination to a most 
glorious day. “Most Americans don’t 
live their lives solely as Democrats, 
Republicans, liberals or conserva- 
tives. Americans live their lives more 
as people that are just a little bit late 
for something they have to do — 
often something that they do not 
want to do — but they do it — 
impossible things every day that are 


Stewart's rally gives rebirth to sanity 


Andy Robinson Photos 


215,000 people were in attendance at the rally to Restore Sanity/and or Fear in 


Washington D.C. 


only made possible by the little rea- 
sonable compromises that we all 
make. 

“Because we know instinctively as 
people that if we are to get through 
the darkness and back into the light 
we have to work together. And the 
truth is, there will always be dark- 
ness. And sometimes the light at the 
end of the tunnel isn’t the promised 
land,” Stewart said. 

What made the rally a success and 
what made the outpouring of people 
from all over the country so great, 
was the fact that Stewart and Colbert 
created a following with backbone. 

With their honesty and their sincer- 
ity to their audience, they were able 
to make a concrete connection to the 
people that politicians and leaders 
only dream of making. 

The people trust them. Humor brings 
out the people, and the truth unites 
them. 

It was a rally for our times. It was- 


n’t Woodstock. It wasn’t’ Live Aid. 
But it was a rebirth of the sanity we 
once had. The sanity before the 
media decided to go for the fear 
angle, instead of the truth angle. 

What can be learned from this gath- 
ering is that there are people out there 
who are not radical, and the media 
infused world is not as bad as it 
makes it out to be. We go to work 
every day. We go to school. We pay 
the bills somehow. We stress and cry 
and lose hope, but we somehow find 
the time at the end of the day to play 
Xbox. 

We hate our jobs, the politicians lie, 
the bathrooms smell, but we still 
smile warmly at the little moments 
life hands us. Whether it’s a song on 
the radio or maybe a letter from a 
friend. Life as we know it is not easy, 
nor is it perfect, but we should not 
fear or tremble at every warning or 
hardship we are handed. 

Stewart concluded his speech with 


heartfelt authenticity. “If you want to 
know why I’m here and what I want 
from you, I can only assure you this: 
you have already given it to me. Your 
presence was what | wanted. Sanity 
will always be and has always been 
in the eye of the beholder. To see you 
here today and the kind of people that - 
you are has restored mine.” 

This rally and Jon’s inspirational 

work will be remembered in the his- 
tory books as a small ripple, whose 
events and stories will be told by the 
people who believed and committed 
themselves to being there, even if 
they couldn’t see the stage or one of 
the jumbo-TVs. 
Those who made the journey and 
believed in the common spirit of 
satirical honesty and wild passion 
portrayed at the rally would thank 
Jon Stewart for bringing the Peter 
Pans of this country together -and 
restoring our sanity. Thank you, Jon 
Stewart, for restoring our sanity. 
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Afghan woman rebuilding schools 


Guest speaker shares 
story with students 


By JONNA DOUCETTE 
Correspondent 


Guest speaker Shabana Basij- 
Rasikh opened many people's eyes to 
Afghanistan and the education sys- 
tem there during a speech she gave 
on the NECC Haverhill campus. 

A large group of students from 
NECC, Triton, and Whittier all sat 
enthralled in room E-155, as Basij- 
Rasikh talked about her life. She was 
just six years old when the Taliban 
regime took over Afghanistan. 

“That was when education 
became illegal and women had to be 
escorted everywhere by a male mem- 
ber of the family,” she explained 
“For me it was a normal part of grow- 
ing up, I began going to secret school 
which was the only way I could be 
educated.” 

The Taliban weren't strict solely 
on women. Men in Afghanistan were 
all required to have a beard of a cer- 


tain length. 

Every day Basij-Rasikh would 
walk 45 minutes to and from a 
teacher's house, having to take a dif- 
ferent path each time so as not to 
seem suspicious. For a while she 
became frustrated with learning 
because she didn't think she would 
ever be able to use what she learned 
outside of her house. 

“My parents said that the only 
thing you can't lose is your education, 
which I learned to be very true,” said 
Basij-Rasikh. 

Education was so important to 
her parents, they risked their own 
lives, their children's lives, and the 
teacher's life by sending their chil- 
dren to secret school. If this secret 
school of about 100 children was dis- 
covered the teacher would be 
beheaded and all of the students 
would be killed. After the Taliban 
regime fell school became legal 
again and Basij-Rasikh was thrilled 
to be able to use her knowledge. 

“At the end of 2004 I received a 
scholarship to be a high-school trans- 
fer student for one year in the U.S.,” 
she told the excited crowd. 

After listening to a friend's sug- 
gestion Basij-Rasikh ended up apply- 


No shots, 
no school 


Students have no 
choice about getting 
vaccinations 


By JESSE WADE 
Correspondent 


NECC currently requires all stu- 
dents to submit an immunization 
form request. Any student that fails 
to submit the form 30 days from the 
request date, at the minimum, will 
have a “hold” placed on their 
account. 

They will be unable to register 
for classes, view their final grades, or 
obtain a copy of their official tran- 
script. All the work they have done 
will be put on hold and they will be 
prevented from continuing on. 

All students must have four vac- 
cinations of the following: 
Tetanus/Diphtheria, 
Measles/Mumps/Rubella, Hepatitis 
B, and Varicella, more commonly 
known as chicken pox. 

Not only is this a requirement of 
NECC, but also a Massachusetts 
state law. According to the 
Department of Public Health, no stu- 
dent shall attend a postsecondary 
institution without certification of 
immunization. This mandate only 
applies to those attending full-time, 
and part-time students in a health sci- 
ence program who may be in contact 
with patients. 

The issue here is, not all students 
wish to be vaccinated. Some prefer 
not to receive vaccinations as a per- 
sonal choice, Others can not, due to 
religious beliefs and practices. This 
requirement can only be waived due 


to religious reasons after the student 
jumps through many hoops and hur- 
dles, and of course paperwork. 

The issue of receiving vaccina- 
tions or not receiving them is a wide- 
ly debated topic, which divides pub- 
lic opinion almost in half. 

Michelle Barkhouse, a student, 
said, “it should be an individual’s 
choice.” 

Students did not seem bothered 
by the fact that people didn't have 
their vaccinations up to date at all. 

The long term pros and cons of 
immunization shots are still up for 


debate. In any case adverse reactions . 


can and do occur. These reactions can 
be mild to severe. 

The Tetanus shot can cause; diffi- 
cultly breathing, wheezing, hives, 
rapid heartbeat, dizziness and 
extreme weakness. 

The next shot students are man- 
dated to receive is MMR, which can 
cause high feyer, seizures, extreme 
dizziness, brain damage, deafness, or 
in rare cases, a coma. 

The Chicken Pox shot can cause 
seizures, pneumonia, and high fever. 

The Hepatitis shot can only 
cause; swelling of the throat, diffi- 
cultly breathing, behavior changes, 
dizziness, sever headaches, paleness, 
and rapid heartbeat. 

Most students believe it should 
be a personal choice and they should 
not be forced to do something that 
could have such harsh side effects. 
Especially someone of college age, 
who is capable of making their own 
beneficial decisions. 

The fact that, the same school 
that tells us we can not smoke on 
campus, can and will tell us what 
drugs we need to inject into our bod- 
ies, is ironic. 


ing to Middlebury College in 
Vermont and getting in. 

“I struggled so much my fresh- 
man year,” Basij-Rasikh admitted. “I 
didn't even know what a research 
paper was.” 

Now a senior at Middlebury 
College she spends a big chunk of her 
time raising money to build schools 
in Afghanistan. At one point she was 
awarded $4,000 to buy clothes and 
school supplies for kids in an orphan- 
age. 

She was also awarded $10,000 
from the Davis Projects for Peace 
and used the money to build water 
wells near her old high school. 

“When I was a kid many girls | 
knew had to miss school to walk 
miles upon miles to get water for 
laundry,” Basij-Rasikh said. 

“I thought the whole speech was 
pretty interesting,” said Meredith 
Turner, a student at NECC, “It was 
very moving and I'm surprised she's 
so young and she already has her own 
organization and is _ building 
schools.” 

Bastj-Rasikh's goal is to build 
schools all over the world for chil- 
dren who don't have the resources to 
go to ones far away. She is currently 


www.h relainc.org 


Aschool being built for children in the city of Kabul in 
Afghanistan. Visit www.helainc.org for more info. 


raising money to build the first girl's 
school in Afghanistan. 

She also hopes to build a 
women's center and athletic field for 


Presents 


girls. If you are interested in learning 
more about Basij-Rasikh and helping 
her build schools, then visit 
www.helainc.org. 


A Job Fair 


“& Salute to Veterans 


On: 


Tuesday, November 16", 2010 


9:00 - 10:00 - open to Veterans only 
**40:00 - 1:00 - open to General Public 


At: 


Northern Essex Community College - Haverhill, MA 
Participating companies include: 


i BIXBY 


ARS 


ataerine 


= 
NETWORK 
Renee 


MORE COMPANIES TO BE ADDED! 


For more information, contact: 


Larry Snow (975) 469-7819, Ls or 
Susan Ingham (978) 469-7821, sinvbom actmaory 
www.valleyworknec 


POLARTEC 


Businesses interested in participating should contact: 
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New campus club __| National Day on 
Writing at NECC 


New club on campus 
welcomes believers 


and non-believers 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinions Editor 


The first meeting of the new sec- 
ular group HSF (Humanist, Skeptics 
and Freethinkers) drew a small 
crowd on Oct. 25. The room was full 
of people with different philosophies 
on life, but it was clear that everyone 
was willing to listen to each others’ 
beliefs without judgment. 

According to HSF's constitution 
one of its missions is to provide a 
place for non-believers, skeptics, 
supporters or just the curious to 
interact and learn from one another. 
HSF also aims to “serve as a place to 
dispel the myths about non-believers 
and to bring the public our message 
of secular values.” 

Other objectives of the group are 
to fight discrimination and create a 
positive environment for members. 

The founders of the clubs 
President Thomas Shamma and Vice 
President Daniel Potocki, who are 
both NECC students, started HSF 
because they felt something was 
missing in the NECC community. 

“T'm hoping that HSF will have 
two benefits for students. First, I 
hope the group will become a fun 


active part of the NECC community 
so that even if people don't agree 
with us, they can laugh along with 
us,” Potocki said. 

He then added, “Second, and on 
a more serious note, I'm hoping to 
shed some light on the secular com- 
munity. 

A lot of people share these 
views, many may not even know it, 
and I'd like it if HSF could become a 
launch pad for people to educate 
themselves.” 

Originally, Potocki and Shamma 
separately were attempting to start 
the club, but found that they were 
both working for the same purpose 
and joined forces. 

“I thought it was something that 
NECC was missing and when | 
found out someone else (Shamma) 
was working on it, it just seemed 
natural to go out and push to get it 
done,” said Potocki. 

Shamma said that he wanted a 
secular community at NECC and 
suspected he was not alone in his 
feelings. 

“J know from personal experi- 
ence in gathering support to start the 
group that there are nontheist stu- 
dents at NECC, who don't feel com- 
fortable coming out of the closet as 
nonreligious,’ Shamma said. 

“I'm hoping this will make the 
ground a little bit safer for some of 
them.” 

The club is aimed at being a safe 


Lk 
WHAT WILL dl 


YOU DO? 


For Kenny, a Construction 


Management major, the RWU 


experience has been all about 
building. As a Community 


place for the secular community 
meet. 


The leaders and membe 


encourage everyone to attend meef- 


ings. 


They are open to anyone comin 
to meetings to explore the premis 


behind the club. 
“Even if someone comes, lea 


about secular values and decides it j 


Readings at Bentley 
Library bring out 
teachers, students 


not for them, they have at leagt By JONNA DOUCETTE 


examined an important part of the 
life” Potocki said. “Because 


Socrates said 'The unexamined lif 


is not worth living'.” 


The faculty adviser of HSF i 
Professor Tom Greene. HSF meet 


on Mondays at 12 p.m. in roo 
C109. 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. This log covers 
incidents between Oct. 18-Noy. 1. 


Monday Oct. 18 -Hit and Run in 
Lot #7 at 1 p.m. 


Correspondent 


The National Day on Writing was 


beautifully celebrated by an array of 


teacher and student readings in the 
Bentley Library. These readings took 
place Wednesday October 20 from 
12:00-1:00 p.m. 

All were welcome to read things 
they've written, whether it was a pas- 
sage from a book or a short poem. 
Although there was a small amount of 
people who attended, everyone who 
was there got a glimpse of some of 
the amazing writers that are at NECC. 

“The idea of this event is to give 
everyone a feeling of things people 
have written,” said Paul G. Saint- 
Amand, the person directing this 
event. Each reader was allowed three 
minutes to read their writings. 

The readers all looked triumphant 
and proud, reading their treasured 
works, which made it a very pleasant 
experience for the audience. By lis- 
tening to these private works the 
audience was transported to a special 
place designed by the reader's words. 

For some writers reading their 


work out loud was very scary. “I'm 
going to apologize before | start read- 
ing. I am terrified of public speaking, 
so we'll see how this goes,” said Carl, 


,a student at NECC. 


At this event a wide range of top- 
ics were read, such as pieces from an 
autobiography, a short story about 
girls with ponytails, and poems about 
accepting people for who they are. 
This enriching experience allowed 
lovers of writing to hear the works of 
their peers and even get ideas for their 
own writing. 

All in all 10 people stood up and 
read some of their writing and all 
seemed pretty pleased with them- 
selves. 

To further inspire people to keep 
on writing, Paul G. Saint-Amand read 
pieces of works younger children had 
written and submitted. The audience 
was blown away by the works of art 
that middle school, and even elemen- 
tary school kids had written. In one 
poem about peace, a young girl had 
written about a magical place called 
Peace River where everyone was 
happy. 

For anyone interested in reading 
these writings simply go to 
www.ncte.org and under the National 
Day on Writing you will be able to 
see everything. 


Connections coordinator, he spent 
the summer building relationships 
with the entire freshman class in 
addition to nearly 80 community 
partners at volunteer sites around the 
state. When that was over, he built a 
sense of community by constructing 
a Post-it Note mural that included 
reflections from the entire freshman 
class. But that’s not all. The resident 
assistant is also a member of the 
student volunteer association and 
alternative spring break, where he’s 
been building houses and playgrounds 
for families and schools in need. 
What will you do? 


WWW.rwu.edu 


“Class of 2012 
Brewster, N.Y. 
Construction Management 


Best 
Colleges 


(800)458-7144 * (401)254-3500 


admit@rwu.edu 
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Acknowledging politics at NECC 


How well informed 
are we on matters of 


the city/state/nation? 
By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 


Campus Life Editor 


According to recent polls and sta- 
tistics the number of votes made by 
young adults in our nation is at an all 
time low. Many believe it is due to 
the fact that many young adults are 
not well-educated when it comes to 
the political system, and the issues at 
hand. This should be a sigh of relief 
to politicians because of the simple 
fact that votes are being made from 
people who don’t put forth an effort 
to know about the political system. 

From a young age we look up to 
our parents and trust that their knowl- 
edge of the political system will help 
us discover how strong our voices are 
and how smart we can become about 
our political process. 

This is a topic of wide discussion. 
The question of how to educate stu- 
dents on political issues, and whether 
or not students, who do not know 
about politics, should be allowed to 
vote on issues of high importance, 
aroused much interest from NECC 
students. 

“I think that students should 
know what they (the candidates) are 
talking about and what they stand for 
before they are allowed to vote, oth- 
erwise, if they vote for something 
they know absolutely nothing about 
makes their vote pointless,” said 


Jonna Doucette, an NECC writing 
major. 

Well, at NECC we have many 
groups and many educated profes- 
sionals, who are very educated when 
it comes to political issues and poli- 
tics in general. 

“We are all a part of this society, 
so we should all know where they 
{the politiciansJare planning on tak- 
ing us in the future,” said Professor 
Andrew Morse. 

“This election in particular is 
important for the state legislature, 
because whatever party wins will 
help mold how the state is set-up in 
the coming years,” explained Morse. 

In order to have a thriving and 
productive community we need the 
votes and interest of our young civil- 
ians. NECC’s Students for a 
Democratic Society tries to appeal to 
our young people by going out into 
the NECC community and informing 
students about the issues at hand in 
Congress. 

It is quite apparent that there is 
definitely a generation gap in civic 
engagement in politics today. 

Personally, | feel as though there 
were sO many more important issues 
in the past that people had to look at 
regarding politics, such as the World 
Wars, the Great Depression, and 
looming financial deficits. 

However, if we compare and 
contrast the differences between 
today’s struggles and the struggles of 
the 20th century, we would be able to 
see that we are going through the 
same struggle as our parents, grand 
parents, and great grandparents. 
Now, it is just modernized as any- 


Study abroad 


Studying in a new 
location is nothing 
short of amazing 


By ANYTZA DELGADO 
Correspondent 


We've all had that one friend that 
studies abroad. They plan out their 
trip and wait in excitement for next 
semester to start. You listen to the 
amazing stories and you gaze at their 
Facebook photos for days and can’t 
help but wonder: “Why not me?” 

Well, you could easily be one of the 
262,000 American students that 
study abroad each year. 

According to ehow.com close to 
262,000 college students across the 
United States study in various coun- 
tries overseas, with top choices being 
the United Kingdom, Ireland, 
Australia, Italy, Spain, France, 
China, Mexico, Germany and Costa 
Rica. One can’t help but wonder, 
what possibilities are out there? 

However not everyone would jump 
at the chance to study in a foreign 
country. 

As I walked around campus, talk- 
ing to various students, | came across 
Katherine Maleck, who told me 
“Studying abroad seems pretty cool, 
not something I would do myself, 
but all the more power to those who 
do.” 

Katherine did say that if she had to 
choose a country it’d be England, “I 
like it and have always been interest- 
ed in England and its culture and the 


music,” Maleck said. 

Courtney Phair felt that studying 
abroad is: “a good experience and 
wonderful if you want to see other 
places.” 

“If I had the chance I'd like to try 
it out in the future,” Phair said. 

Although both girls voiced differ- 
ent opinions about going, they had 
the same one when it came to why 
they wouldn’t go, money. Both girls 
felt that studying abroad would be a 
costly thing. 

Various universities offer financial 
aid to students studying abroad, 
while other students check out schol- 
arships that international universities 
offer them. 

Most universities have studying 
abroad packages that your financial 
aid can cover. 

Studying abroad could cost the stu- 
dent more than it does for a regular 
semester at home. Some people look 
past the money and start to think 
about international affairs, and how 
it isn’t always safe in a foreign coun- 
try. 

When looking into studying in a 
different country you should always 
do your research, and call ahead to 
the American Embassy located in the 
country. 

Applying to study abroad is a 
lengthy process. You have to apply to 
the university, get a passport, and 
apply for a student visa. 

However, for those who want to 
experience the chance of a lifetime 
it’s worth it, and for those who don’t, 
don’t knock it until you try it. 


View from in front of the state house where political leaders from all over the state 
discuss and vote on different issues. 


thing would be. 

Students should be stepping-up 
to make their voices heard, however, 
instead we are so focused on our own 
advancement, that we focus little on 
the advancement of our nation as a 
whole. 

“I do believe that we should all 


be able to vote, no matter how edu- 
cated we are because it is well within 
our rights to do so. However, every- 
one should be educated and knowl- 
edgeable about the candidates’ plan 
of action because it ultimately will 
effect us as a whole,” said Rashira 
Batista, a NECC communications 


major. 

So, go out and get informed and 
educated on politics and issues in our 
community. The more you know, the 
better inclined you will be to make a 
smart decisions when heading’ to the 
voting booths. 


Gay Straight Alliance 
to hold annual Gala 


GSA to hold annual 
dance, all are wel- 
come to attend 


By Hope M. Hunt 
Copy Editor 


NECC's Gay Straight Alliance 
(GSA) will be hosting their third 
annual dance, dubbed the Autumn 
Gala, Friday, Nov. 19, from 8:00 p.m. 
until midnight. The gala ~ 
will be hosted on the 
Haverhill campus in the 
Technology Center and is 
open to all students from 
both campuses, bringing 
guests is also encouraged. 

There is no stringent dress 
code; students can show up 
in casual dress or formal 
attire. Tickets are required 
for admittance, costing $5 
in advance, or $8 at the door. 

There will be a DJ spinning today's 
hottest tracks, and a guest appearance 
from a local drag queen. The GSA 
will also be providing light refresh- 
ments. 

“We danced, we partied, we had a 
dance floor. It was fun,” said Zuleika 
Vazquez, a NECC student, describing 
last year’s dance. 

The two dances previously hosted 
by the GSA were successful, last 


year's dance was attended by approx- 
imately 50 students, but the GSA 
expects a much larger crowd this 
year, as they are making an effort to 
effectively publicize the event. 

Some GSA members are making 
flyers to promote and publicize the 
event, while other members are 
encouraged to get the word to their 
fellow classmates via word of mouth. 

“Last year's dance went very well. 
It was a good-sized crowd and we 
had a special performer come to 


EE 4 | 


I would highly recommend people 
coming this year. It’s going to be bigger 
and better than last year. 
— Kyle Black, GSA President 


dance, and a lot of people loved her,” 
said Kyle Black, a NECC student and 
president of the GSA. 

The GSA has dedicated their last 
few meetings to the planning of this 
event, and the club's individual mem- 
bers are eager to contribute. 

Whether it is the designing of 
posters and tickets, or the contribu- 
tion of time to sell tickets, the GSA 
members work together like a well- 


oiled machine, tackling the task at 
hand with ease. 

It is this teamwork that will ensure 
the success of their upcoming gala. 
“I would highly recommend people 
come this year, it's going to be bigger 
and better than last year,” said Black. 

Advance tickets will be sold on 
both the Haverhill and Lawrence 
campuses. On the Haverhill campus 
ticket sales will take place in the 
lobby of the Spurk building (C-build- 
ing) a week before the event. On the 
Lawrence 
campus 
tickets will 
be sold in 
the atrium, 
also being 
sold just a 
week prior 
to the event. 

In addition 
to selling 
tickets the 
GSA will 
also be selling bracelets bearing the 
slogan “Love has no gender,” the 
bracelets will be sold for $1. 

The GSA meets Fridays at noon on 
the Haverhill campus in room C-110. 
Anyone who has questions concern- 
ing ticket sales for the upcoming gala 
can contact the GSA advisor Isabelle 
Gagne at igagne@necc.mass.edu. 


| 


Come see this semes- 
ters “Spelling Bee” 


By LIAM WILBUR 
Correspondent 


This fall, NECC's theatre depart- 
ment is putting on “The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee.” A 
multiple Tony Award-winning. musi- 
cal that has garnered a lot of attention 
both on and off Broadway, “Spelling 
Bee” is known for catchy tunes and a 
fantastic script, and now it's coming 
right to our stage. 

Dustin Kelly, 19, is stage manag- 
ing the show. He is also a student 
here at NECC. Kelly is enthusiastic 
about the show. “It's gonna be an 
awesome show,” he said in an inter- 
view. “The cast is all theater peo- 
ple...they focus on getting stuff 
done.” Kelly has stage managed once 
before, for the Newburyport 
Firehouse's production of “The 
Laramie Project” and he thoroughly 
enjoys the work. “My job is to stay 
back, watch, make sure people are 
paying attention, and make sure peo- 
ple are coming in on time.” During 


| the actual shows, Kelly takes on the 


role of managing all the light and 
sound cues, making sure that they are 
in time with the actions on stage. 
Although his role is one of a taskmas- 
ter and supervisor, Kelly says that 
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Fall musical to open Future of 


he's normally a nice guy and the cast 
all respects his decisions. 

The creative control over the 
show falls tq the director, 
Budzyna, the show’s technical direc- 
tor/designer Susan Sanders, and the 
musician and choreographer Alisa 
Bucchiere. One might think that so 
many people in charge would create a 


John 


disorganized working environment, 
but Kelly, who has worked with mul- 
tiple directors before, says that this is 
not the case. “On Wednesdays we 
work on music, on Thursdays we 
work on blocking, and on Sundays 
we bring it all together.” This strate- 
gy has been successful for the cast 
and crew who are making progress in 
rehearsal. “It's a very tight-knit com- 
munity, Kelly adds, “Everyone's 
done some theatre before.” 

Technical coordinator Susan 
Sanders, a veteran English and the- 
ater professor at NECC, had similar- 
ly positive things to say. “The cast is 
extremely enthusiastic,” she said. 
Sanders, who is deeply inyolved in 
NECC's theatre department, is run- 
ning the lights, sound, set and cos- 
tume aspects of “Spelling Bee” all by 
herself. The show is not complicated 
in these areas however, so Sanders is 
confident that she can manage it. The 
show's simplicity, says Sanders, is 
even one of the reasons why it was 
chosen. 

“Spelling Bee” relates the events 
ofa middle-school spelling bee, com- 
plete with love stories, strange adults, 


Courtesy photo 


Having fun at reherseal. 
From left to right, Grace 
Walker, playing Olive 
Ostrovsky, Daniel Potter, 
playing Chip Tolentino, 
and Samantha Jacobs, 
playing Marcy Park 

and zany antics. Kelly says to keep 
an eye out for one number called 
“Pandemonium” which is exactly 
what it sounds like. “Cast are running 
around.everywhere, it's great,” Kelly 
describes. Sanders also thinks people 
will appreciate the show's upbeat 
feeling. “Everyone involved, the 
audience, the actors, and the direc- 
tors, will have fun.” she promises, 
“It's just the right show to combat the 
gloominess of the 
Whether for fun or for therapy, 
“Spelling Bee” is a show not to be 
missed. It is playing on November 5, 
6, 12 and 13 at 7:30 p.m. and on Nov. 
10 at 4 p.m. Tickets are $10 for gen- 
eral admissions, $8 for students and 
seniors, and $6 for 6 and under. 


recession.” 


Swift speaks up 


| Student sings praises 


for Taylor Swifts new 


record 
By MATTHEW RAND 


_ Correspondent 


Is there any other artist living 


| today in quite as rich a storybook fan- 


tasy as Taylor Swift? The country 
superstar has sold over 7 million 
copies of her self-titled debut and last 
year's colossal Grammy-winner 
“Fearless” combined, and in doing 
so, made herself a full-fledged house- 
hold name in a little under four years. 
Around the NECC campus, Swift 
non-surprisingly had her fair share of 


| devoted fans and (also non-surpris- 
ingly) her fair share of heated detrac- 


tors. Any negative comments on the 
20-year-old primarily consisted of 
dramatically guttural moans, and 
were returned with a staunch eye-roll 
from yours truly. This writer's got 
nothing but love for the Lady Swift, 
but at the same time he has no prob- 
lem whatsoever noting the various 
faults of his favorite celebs. Yet, with 
the October release of her third 
album, “Speak Now,” Taylor Swift's 
proven it: she's unstoppable. 
Opening with the undeniably 
melodic lead single “Mine,” Swift is 
an artist painting a picture. A poppy, 
countrified piéce de résistance of a 


picture. Whether she's sweeping us 
away with the grandeur of a sorrow- 
ful ballad (“Back to December’), 
weaving a wicked tale of revenge 
towards the girl who stole her Jonas 
Brother (“Better Than Revenge’), or 
redefining the break-up song (“Dear 
John”), “Speak Now” never grows 
tiresome, even at its surprising 70 
minute length. Every song is its own 
personal delight: their lyrics aching 
to be posted as Facebook statuses; 14 
pieces wholeheartedly memorable in 
a time filled with throwaway tunes 
about falling in love on dance floors 
and girls hailing from California. 

A personal highlight of mine is 
the down south stomper “Mean,” a 
gleefully spiteful ode to a boy who's 
going to wish he hadn't bullied this 
girl in the first place. Infused with a 
chorus of banjos and handclaps, this 
is Swift back to her roots in a manner 
that'd make the Dixie Chicks jealous 
they didn't think of it first. “Sparks 
Fly,” a fairy tale of a number a la her 
2008 hit "Love Story," has been a 
fan-favorite ever since Swift began 
playing it on tour last year, and it's 
not hard to see why. Acoustic guitars 
and elegant strings wrap 
“Enchanted” in a slow burning 
refrain, bombastic drums and twang- 
ing mandolins pervade the playful 
lyrics of “The Story of Us,” and a 
delicate tranquility washes over the 
heartbreakingly relatable “Never 


Album art for Taylor 
Swift’s new CD “Speak 


Now 
Grow Up.” What's really amazing to 
me is that she can write all of these 
songs about the same topics of rain- 
soaked kisses and hauntingly gor- 
geous green-eyed boys and they still 
somehow remain just as fresh as they 
did when she burst onto the scene 
back in 2006. I mean, feel free to slap 
me in the face and call me Mary 
Poppins if you don't think her spiel 
works, but I'm about 100% sure/hop- 
ing/praying that you won't have to. 

So, you convinced yet? No? 
Well, not that it even matters. Now's 
not the time for speaking, but the 
time for running down to your local 
record store and picking up a copy of 
this outrageously perfect LP. Oh, and 
I just have one more question: Is it 
possible for an artist to win Album of 
the Year twice in a row? 


renting 


With Blockbuster 
bankrupt who will 


take its place? 


By Corey O’NEIL 
Correspondent 


After twenty-five years of serv- 
ing America's people with rentable 
movies Blockbuster files for bank- 
ruptcy. Taken out by faster, cheaper 
rentable movies like Netflix, Redbox, 
and movies on demand (with certain 
cable providers), Blockbuster could- 
n't keep up. 

Ten years ago, when you wanted 
to rent a movie you had to get in your 
car, head to the nearest video store, 
walk around until you chose a movie, 
then wait in line to pay, get back in 
your car, and drive back home so you 
can actually watch your movie. 

Ten years later, now you can have 
the movies on your cable box for a 
day or two, with a some quick navi- 
gation with your tv remote. Some of 
the older movies are only available 
for the channels that are paid for like 
Stars, HBO, etc. The bad part of this 
is you have to have a cable provider 
to even watch these movies. 

Netflix, an online and mailing 
rent-a-movie service, has an unlimit- 


il 


ed amount of movies and TV shows. 
For $8.99 a month, Netflix members 
can instantly watch unlimited movies 
and TV episodes streaming right to 
their TVs and computers and can 
receive unlimited DVDs delivered 
quickly to their homes. You can also 
have certain movies sent to your 
Xbox, PS3 or even Wii. 

Redbox is a movie rental kiosk 
that offers only $1.06 a night for a 
movie. The kiosks don't have a vast 
selection of movies like Netflix, but 
it's faster and cheaper. You can order 
a movie online and go pick it up at 
the nearest kiosk, or you can just go 
there and order it your self. It only 
takes cards no cash. With all these 
fast and innovative ways to rent 
movies, what will be the new 
Blockbuster? 


Motion 
control 


Holiday season starts 
the motion control war 
in video games 


By Curis MCMULLEN 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Nov. 4 marks the release date of 
Microsoft's Kinect, a peripheral for 
the Xbox 360. With this release all 
three major consoles will now have 
some form of motion control. The 
motion control craze started four 
years ago with the release of the 
Nintendo Wii. With promises of 
deeper emersion for gamers, buyers 
jumped on the Wii. At first the Wi 
was the talk of the town, but soon the 
new toy affect wore off, and while 
casual gamers continued to enjoy the 
console those who consider them- 
selves “hardcore gamers” were left 
wanting more. The Wii lacked the 
hardware to give the hardcore gamers 
the graphics and game play they 
craved. 

Sony and Microsoft plan to 
snatch-up this market, along with as 
many casual gamers they can carry. 
Sony released their motion control, 
the Move, earlier this season. The 
Move is the same style of motion 


control as the Wii. The player holds 
one or two wands, remote control- 
like devices with a big glowing ball 
on top, and a camera set on top of 
their TV will track the controllers 
offering one to one motion. The con- 
cept of one to one motion is that for 
every inch the player moves the wand 
the representation on screen will 
move one inch as well. Without this 
accuracy the control would be more 
frustrating than intuitive. The Move 
also allows analog attachments, simi- 
lar to the “nun chuck” of the Wii. The 
big difference between the Wii and 
the Move is that the PlayStation 3 has 
much more processing and graphical 
power than the Wii. 

The Kinect for the Xbox360 will 
offer a new style of motion control’ 
Microsoft is daring to do something 
that hasn't successfully been done to 
gamers before, take away their con- 
troller. The Kinect is a camera that 
will track all body motion one to one. 
This has been tried and failed by 
Sony twice with the Eye Toy for the 
PlayStation 2 and the PlayStation Eye 
on the PlayStation 3. The first battle 
between these two new game devices 
will be settled by this holiday sales. 
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“Jukebox” the 
Ghosts new CD 


grows the trios style 


By BENJAMIN LAYTON 
Correspondent 


The concept of a musical trio, 
or even a duo, is nothing new to 
the world, but in this case, the for- 
mula of the trio has been slightly 
altered. 

Jukebox the Ghost, an 
indie/alternative trio from 
Washington, D.C., consists of a 
guitarist, drummer and 
singer/pianist instead of a tradi- 
tional bassist or having the gui- 
tarist do vocals. Much like their 
altering of the standard trio for- 
mula, the band's music offers 
something different for listeners 
who may be tiring of the same old 


Great 


Fans celebrate the 
25th anniversary of 
Marty s adventure 


By CRISTINA PINCIARO 
Correspondent 


Oct. 25, 2010 was celebrated as 
the 25th anniversary of “Back to the 
Future.” This caused a lot of specula- 
tion among fans because the original 
release into theaters took place in 
July of 1985, not October. However, 
this anniversary is not that of the 
movie itself. Oct. 25 represents the 
day that Marty McFly was asked by 
Doctor Emmett Brown to meet him 
at the mall about his newest inven- 
tion. This moment set into motion all 
the events that made this movie 
series possible. I think that the events 


music on the radio. The band's 
newest album, "Everything Under 
the Sun" is a slight departure in 
sound and song-writing from the 
band's first album "Live and Let 
Ghosts," but does not take away 
from any musical quality. 
"Everything Under the Sun" is a 
much more piano and synth ori- 
ented album, with the guitar and 
drums used more for filling the 
rhythm section instead of vice 
versa, as in previous years where 
the piano was in the passenger 
seat and the guitar was more 
upfront and prominent. 

The addition of synths and 
effects to the mix gives the album 
a slight retro feel and at times 
channels that classic 70's sounds 
from bands like Electric Light 
Orchestra or Yes. The album isn't 
all piano melodies, guitar 
rhythms and poppy drum beats 


that took place in the movie are far 
more interesting than the day it came 
into theaters. 

I attended the re-release of the 
film and was shocked at the amount 
of people who came to enjoy it. I 
spoke to a fellow fan, who was sitting 
next to me, about their feelings on the 
movie. “I can recite every line word- 
for-word” said Melodie O'Leary. She 
went on to say, “I feel like a kid at 
Christmas!” She smiled the entire 
time we spoke. I was happy to know 
that I was not the only one that was 
excited to watch my favorite movie 
on the big screen. As we exited the 
theater everyone who was given a 
free commemorative poster. It is a 
great souvenir of the experience of a 
lifetime. 

While theaters full of people 
watched the film the cast was reunit- 


however. 

Possibly the biggest hurdle 
that the band managed to over- 
come was finding the right blend 
between more upbeat songs and 
the slightly slower and more 
piano-oriented style ballads. 
Their first album, “Live and Let 
Ghosts” is for the most part, filled 
with toe-tapping songs that one 
has no problem singing along 
with - up until a certain point. 
From this point in the album, the 
last several songs have a sadder 
overtone and might make the lis- 
tener wonder what happened to 
that other album they were just 
listening to. 

"Everything Under the Sun" is 
a mix of upbeat, swing-y guitar 
and piano harmonies and at 
times, slower, more down-toned 
piano ballads that channels the 
opposite end of the spectrum to a 


ing in New York to reminisce and 
celebrate the movies' release onto 
Blu Ray. Lea Thompson who played 
Marty's mother, Lorraine Baines, told 
CBS news her favorite quote from 
the movie was “Oh my God, it's 
Calvin Klein- what a dream!” Which, 
she says after Marty punches Biff 
Tanner in the face and flees the 
scene. 

Christopher Lloyd told CBS his 
favorite quote was “Roads? Where 
we're going, we don't need roads.” 
Which Doc Brown says at the end of 
the film when he comes back from 
the future to get Marty about a prob- 
lem with his son. And _ finally, 
Michael J. Fox's favorite line “You 
made a time machine out of a 
DeLorean?” He says this after Doc 
Brown presents him with his inven- 
tion. 


more Simon and Garfunkel style 
featuring minimal guitar and 
drums and relying heavily on 
vocal harmonies and piano. While 
it may sound a bit extreme, and 
give the impression of being 
bleaker than meant, the mix of 
the two is tastefully done and 
should not immediately be writ- 
ten off. 

Perhaps the only downside to 
the album is that one might feel 
it's a bit short or lacking that little 
extra something. Clocking in at 
forty-one minutes, the back and 
forth between upbeat and ballad 
can make time seem to pass in the 
blink of an eye and cause the lis- 
tener to focus more on some 
songs than others. 

It's tough to say what the 
future holds for Jukebox the 
Ghost and their new brand of 
indie/alternative music. It offers 


something fresh and innovative, 
going as far as to land them on 
"The Tonight Show." It can also 
make them a hard act to follow as 
not many other bands are doing 
music in this vein. However, with 
the reception the band has been 
meeting on their tour for 
"Everything Under the Sun," 
Jukebox the Ghost shows no signs 
of stopping anytime soon and 
may be worth keeping an eye on 
in the future. 


Scott! 25 years of Mcfly 


heh wt Diep Ape) 


I found their favorite quotes to be 
amusing because during the movie 
Melodie and I pointed out each of 
them as being the greatest lines, 
along with a few others. I had an 
amazing time among other “Back to 
the Future” lovers. Laughing at the 
best moments and recognizing things 


we hadn't noticed before. | loved the 
ability to see this movie on the big 
screen because I was not born when it 
was in theaters before. Now I have a 
unique poster that only a group of 
people have, that will allow me to 
enjoy this memory for years to come. 


The dangers of concert festivals 


Tips and cautionary 
stories of the dangers 


of concerts 
By KATHRYN BRIDEN 


Correspondent 


Concerts are a great way for fans 
‘to see their idols perform on stage; 
however, concerts can also be a dan- 
gerous place. Since the 1950s there 
have been safety concerms at concerts 
because of seating, and a disregard 
for safety by performers and concert- 
goers. 

Festival-seating, more commonly 
known as “standing room” or “floor 
tickets,” can be attributed to many of 
the concert incidents that have 
occurred. A chart compiled by 
Crowd Management Strategies, 


“Major Reported Rock Concerts 
Incidents in 1992,” cites fifteen dif- 
ferent concerts that had a significant 
amount of injuries, fights, arrests, 
ejections, and property damage. At 
these fifteen events, there were 495 
reported injuries, over 575 arrests, 
and more than $708,000 worth of 
property damage. 

With 
encourage fans to fight to get closer 
to the stage. In 1979, eleven people 
killed 
almost 18,000 fans surged through 
the doors at a concert given by The 
Who. The incident was attributed to 
poor crowd control. Only 25 police 
officers were hired for security that 
night. On another occasion, concert- 
goers rushed the stage in June of 
2000 at a Pearl Jam concert in 
Denmark. Nine people were killed 


festival-seating, it also 


were in Cincinnati when 


after being pushed to the ground and 
suffocated. 

Paul Wertheimer’s article “The 
American Experience: Rock Concert 
Safety,” discusses the dangers of fes- 
tival-seating as well as the responsi- 
bilities of performers to make con- 
Wertheimer 
believes that “performers often pro- 
voke injurious situation by their 
spontaneous actions or through pre- 
meditated contractual arrangements. 
This may include jumping into the pit 


certs a safe place. 


area... telling fans to ignore security 
or the police... or requiring by con- 
tract that fans in the front rows be 
able to rush the stage (as Madonna 
has done in the U.S.)” 

Perhaps one of the most memo- 
rable concert incidents for New 
England residents was the fire in 
2003 at The Station in West Warwick, 


Rhode Island. 100 people died when 
a pyrotechnic display caught the 
soundproofing foam on fire and fans 
trampled each other to find the exits. 
Brian Butler, a cameraman for 
WPRI-TV, caught the entire incident 
on film, and later remarked “we got 
bottle-necked into the front door, 
people just kept pushing... that's 
when you saw people stacked on top 
of each other... and by then, the 
black smoke was pouring out over 
their heads.” The Station did not have 
any sprinkler system in place, despite 
its legal obligation to do so. Without 
sprinklers, the building burned in 
only five and a half minutes. 

Just last month, The Phoenix 
Theater in Petaluma, California was 
shut down after they surpassed their 
occupancy by 180 people during a 
Smashing Pumpkins show. Fire 


Chief Larry Anderson said that “exit 
doors were blocked or locked, violat- 
ing the law and endangering the lives 
of everyone in the theater.” This is 
not the first incident at The Phoenix, 
The Press Democrat reported a histo- 
ry of fights, underage drinking, and 
drug-related suicide at the venue. 
There are many ways for con- 
certs to become dangerous, but they 
can also be a memorable experience, 
as long as fans are knowledgeable 
about safety. Today's Teen Online 
recommends seven ways to stay safe 
at a concert: bring a friend and use 
the buddy system, have a cell phone, 
have cash on you in a safe place, 
wear sneakers to protect your feet 
from being stepped on, be polite, 
trust your instincts, and stay alert. 
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Student praises Rock 
Band 3 as the last 
music game you'll 
ever need to buy 


By Rick INGHAM 
Staff Writer 


Living room rockstars rejoice, 
Rock Band 3 is here. The third num- 
bered game from EA and Harmonix, 
Rock Band 3 has upped the ante of 
the series, with, an expanded initial 
track list, full compatibility with 
downloaded content, and a pro mode 
that can take an ordinary Joe from 
fret buttons and a strum bar, to six 
strings and power chords. But, is this 
garage band simulator and closet full 
of peripherals worth the cross coun- 
try tour? 

Rock Band 3 ships with 83 songs 
covering a vast musical spectrum 
from the B-52's to Avenged seven- 
fold, and Elton John to Ozzy 
Osborne. Couple that with over 2,000 
songs to choose from on the Rock 
Band music marketplace, and it all 
boils down to the most complete 
music experience on the market 
today. And with support for up to 
seven players, no one is sure to be 
left out, that is considering the host 
has the four instruments and three 


microphones to go around. 

Veterans to the rock band series 
are already familiar with the art style 
and overall design of the games. 
Rock Band 3 however breaks away 
from the pre-rendered openers of the 
past with a high energy blast of 
rooftops, plastic instruments, and 
Break on Through (To the Other 
Side) by The Doors. Before the start 
menu even makes an appearance, 
Rock Band 3 sends a clear message 
that it's here to rock, for real this 
time. From the moment the game 
starts, the simple menu design and 
sleek visuals, exude a feeling of 
reserved awesomeness, almost bask- 
ing in the magic of the music itself. 

The menus from Rock Band 2 
have been replaced and re-arranged. 
Up to four players can select an 
instrument, sign in, pick a character, 
and change personal options, all 
without interfering with navigation 
of the game. Single player has been 
streamlined, as the economic system 
is gone, which means no more grind- 
ing for cash to buy an in-game guitar. 
Instead Rock Band 3 challenges its 
players to complete challenges to 
unlock outfits, instruments, and ven- 
ues to enhance the musical experi- 
ence. 

Make no mistake about Rock 
Band 3, it is made to be played with 
a group. Drop in and drop out quick 


Rock Hall 
of Fame 


Is the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame just for 


rock stars? 


By MELISSA ALMONOR 
- Correspondent 


| It is an on going battle between 
who is and who should be in The 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and 
Museum. Earlier this fall The Hall of 
Fame announced their nominees for 
the 2011 year, which in included first 
time nominees: Bon Jovi, Alice 
Cooper, Tom Waits , Donovan and 
Neil Diamond, plus previously nomi- 
nated acts: LL Cool J. J. Geils Band, 
Beastie Boys, Donna Summer, Chic, 
Dr. John, Laura Nyro, Joe Tex, 
Darlene Love and Chuck Willis. 

Many people argue that artists, 
who are more deserving, have been 
snubbed from The Hall of Fame. The 
President and CEO of Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame, Joel Peresman, has 
said, “We believe our nominating 
committee has put forth a list of 
artists that truly represent the wide 
variety of music that define rock and 
roll.” So there are different genres 
within this one genre. What we con- 
sider is rock and roll now-a-days, is 
different than what someone in the 
50's calls rock and roll. However, it 
seems like the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame is not about Rock and Roll any- 
more. 

You can argue that artists, from 
different genres of music, are taking 


up spots that do not belong to them. 
In 2007 Grandmaster Flash and the 
Furious Five, were officially the first 
rap group to be inducted, which does 
not seem fair on account of they are 
not what we would consider rock 
artists. 

Alice Cooper, for example, has 
been eligible for 15 years, however 
this is the first time he has been nom- 
inated, many feel as if he should have 
already be nominated and inducted 
for his influence in rock and roll 
music. 

A student at Northern Essex, 
K.C. Spina, feels that “ they should 
be strictly rock artists.” 

Another student at Northern 
Essex, Shane Foley, thinks that each 
genre should have their own Hall of 
Fame, that way each artist gets 
acknowledged for what they should 
be acknowledged for. Maybe the 
Rock Hall of Fame should change 
their name to the Music Hall of 
Fame, because it is clearly no longer 
only about rock and roll music. 

To be eligible for a nomination an 
act must have released their first sin- 
gle or album at least 25 years ago, no 
later than 1985. 

Rock historians nominate artists 
every year based on criteria's such as 
influence, and significance, along 
with the contribution to the develop- 
ment of the genre. Ballots are later 
sent out to an international body of 
over 500 rock experts. 

The 2011 inductees will be 
announce Dec. 2010, and the induc- 
tion ceremony will be on March14, 
2011, in New York City. 


tertai 


play with an upgraded sorting system 
and playlist support makes getting 
together with up to six friends as easy 
as any music junkie could hope for. 
Online support has been a staple 
since Rock Band 2 and makes a 
return for Rock Band 3, so even if 
your buddies aren't in the room, you 
can still go on tour. 

The biggest addition this time 
around is PRO MODE which uses 
advanced peripherals, like a full key- 
board and guitar featuring a full set of 
strings. The mode challenges the 
player to abandon all sense of pre- 
tend and hit real notes with actual 
tabs and chords. It's one step beyond 
expert for anyone who looked at the 
Rock Band series as a glorified air 
guitar simulator. Pro mode may not 
make someone the next Eddie Van 
Halen or Elton John, but anyone who 
is thinking about playing the guitar or 
piano might consider being led by the 
hand by this electronic library of 
rock. 

But for every John Lennon 
there's a Miley Cyrus, and the same 
goes for Rock Band 3. The experi- 
ence may be priceless, but the periph- 
erals required to play are far from it. 
The Keyboard pack, including game 
and keyboard, costs $130. A pro gui- 
tar will set you back $150 whereas a 
regular model is $60. A pro drum set 
costs $130, and with each micro- 


The best same to date 


Photo by Chantal McGovern 


Rick Ingham rocks out on the new Rock Band 3 
Keyboard, one of Rock Band’s many instruments 


phone costing $30 the price of entry 
for a newcomer comes in at around 
$560. That's not including the price 
of downloadable content, with each 
song downloaded costing about $2. 
Someone new to the Rock Band 
series should seek out prior titles for 
deals on instrument bundles (the 
Rock Band 2 Bundle is $140 at 
Wal*Mart and includes drum set, 
guitar, and microphone). 

With music constantly being 
added for download, and the hours of 


already included content, Rock Band 
3 is quite possibly the last music 
game you will ever have to buy. Sure, 
the cover might be steep but once 
you're in the party you will find it 
hard to stop. The control is tight, the 
visuals are stunning, and the interface 
is smoother than Rob Thomas and 
Carlos Santana. Put it on at a party 
and step back to watch the magic as 
everyone comes together to worship 
the mystic power of Rock! 
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Bea friend, 


‘and decreased lying to their parents 


Youth mentoring 
services make impact 
in Lawrence 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Features Editor 


A program in Lawrence is work- 
ing to provide mentors to children or 
youth affected by éncarceration. The 
program is called Mentoring 
Children of Promise and is run by the 
Family Services Inc., the oldest non- 
profit organization in Lawrence, 
established in 1854. 

The program matches mentors 18 
and up to youth 6-14 years old, bring- 
ing them together in a caring rela- 
tionship to be a source of encourage- 
ment and support for children that are 
affected. 

In the MCP Program, mentors 
and children meet once a week, or 
every other week. They can choose 
how they would like to spend their 
time, whether it be attending a sport- 
ing event or going to a park to hang 
out. 

The objective is to develop a 
friendship that will be a source of 
support and encouragement in chil- 
dren's lives says match, coordinator 
for the program, Angie F. Estevez. 

“We ask you just be a child's 
friend,” she says. A lot of these kids 
don't have a parent, and the MCP pro- 
gram is looking for leaders who will 
teach the children to wash a car, per- 
form an oil change, pump gas, read a 
recipe or make cookies, Estevez says. 

“These kids are doing drugs real- 
ly young, dropping out really young” 
she says. Yet, mentoring programs 
are shown to make a significant dif- 
ference in these detrimental cycles. 

According to Family Services 
Inc., prominent studies of mentoring 
programs have showed that mentored 
youth are 46 percent less likely to 
start using illegal drugs, 27 percent 
less likely to initiate alcohol use, 38 
percent less likely to engage in vio- 
lence, will skip school 52 percent less 


by 37 percent. 

According to Estevez, one family 
consists of two boys, “their mom is 
serving a 25 year sentence... the boy- 
friend fled the country... he was very 
abusive so the kid's witnessed 
domestic violence. When the Mom 
was locked up the youngest was just 
a few months old and the oldest was 
four years old... their great-grand- 
parents have had them ever since.” 

Another boy is in middle school, 
and at 14-years old is having a baby 
with his girlfriend. 


mak 
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lence, incarceration and _ other 
destructive life incidents that can 
reproduce damaging cycles through 
generations. 

There might not be dramatic 
changes in a child's life, but even 
small behavioral changes make a 
huge difference in the child's school 
experience, education and ultimately 
affect their future. 

Estevez said there was one girl 
who was matched with her mentor in 
August and since the new school year 
her mother said “she is doing great in 
school this year and getting along 


Seo ee lL eee 


College students make the best mentors 
because... they really want to get 
involved with a worthy cause 


— Angie F. Estevez 


Many children are being raised 
by their grandparents, and even 
great-grandparents while other fami- 
lies may be stable and have steady 
income, yet been impacted by the 
incarceration of another family mem- 
ber. 

No matter the situation, the men- 
tor relationship can restore broken 
trust in adults. She says there are 
plenty of other social services that 
provide paid professional services. 
The mentor relationship is friendship, 
providing something the youth per- 
haps cannot find in other places in 
their lives 

Estevez says college students 
comprise a large portion of the men- 
tors currently in the program and 
“make the best mentors because... 
they really want to get involved with 
a worthy cause.... And work towards 
bettering society.” 

There are also retired mentors 
and even families that mentor youth 
and children. 

The program aims to reduce teen 
pregnancy, gang involvement, vio- 


Broad interests 


A walk through the 
woods with an active 
student on campus 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Features Editor 


As I meander through scenic 
nature at the Kenoza Lake water 
reservoir, | am given a glimpse into 
the brilliant mind and interests of a 
philosopher. “Government, political 
sciences, history literature...I'm not a 
fan of pure abstract strategic math 
but statistics is surprisingly interest- 
ing...” says Mike Nutter, President 
of the Students of a Democratic 
Society club on campus, with a vari- 
ety of interests. 

Nutter is in his fifth semester at 
NECC where he spends his time on 
campus disbursed between various 
student clubs and involvements such 
as Students for a Democratic Society 
[SDS], the Contemporary Affairs 
club, Amnesty International and, his 
newest involvement, the Community 
Outreach Group. 

Currently his energies are invest- 
ed in an effort geared towards raising 


environmental awareness, the current 
of SDS and Amnesty 
International, which brings me to my 
current situation, cleaning up litter in 
the areas surrounding around the 
NECC campus. 

Nutter's knowledge covers a 
plethora of intellectual subjects, and 
in searching for an area where all 
things are relevant he settled on phi- 
losophy as his major where all these 
Philosophy is all 
encompassing regarding areas of 
interest and love of knowledge. 
“Everything matters in philosophy” 
he says. 


focus 


things converge. 


“How's the shoreline looking?” 
he asks as he heads down to the 
shores of the water reservoir that bor- 
ders the NECC campus 

“Surprisingly pristine,” he 
says in reply to his own question. 

As we our walk 
through the woods and I continue 
to prod regarding his interests he 
says, “I dabble in everything. As 
they say, ‘variety is the spice of 
life” and “Just about everything 
is relevant in value of knowledge 
and understanding.” 

In addition to his extensive 
involvements at school, he also 


continue 


with teachers.” 

Another boy used to be called 
“Jack-the devil” and over the course 
of the year they were no longer call- 
ing him that name, and there were no 
more incidents happening. 

Changes such as this dramatical- 
ly impact a child's future. 

- The benefits of the program are 
incredible, and yet the number one 
need for mentor programs is for male 
mentors. The average waiting time 
for boys to be matched with a male 
mentor is two to three years for a 
mentor. 

However, there are both boys and 
girls who are currently waiting for 
mentors in the program. 

In order to be matched with a 
child, mentors are required to submit 
to a background check and attend a 
two-hour orientation session upon 
joining the program. After, it is a 
commitment of approximately six 
hours a month, meeting every week 
and maintaining contact in between 
with phone calls and text messages. 
Mentors are also required to commit 


difference 


Courtesy photo 


A child has a run in with mascot at a MCP mentor and 
mentee outing to Lowell Spinners game 


to a one-year commitment, for the 
sake of loyalty to the youth in the 
program. 

Ultimately, she says “it's a fun 
experience [and] it's a rewarding 
experience” she says. 

In addition to the MCP Program, 
Family Service Inc. offers a variety 
of other mentoring programs. These 
include Big Friends Little Friends, a 
similar program to the Big Brother, 
Big Sister program, Mentoring Out 
Loud, Mentoring for the hard of hear- 
ing, GRAD, a program to target and 
reduce high school drop out rates, 
AIM High, for juvenile offenders 
who are transitioning back into soci- 
ety and AMIGOS, a school based 
program where a mentor spends 30 
minutes a week having lunch at 
school with a child. 

Volunteers are encouraged to 


select a program they are comfort- 
able with that works with their inter- 
ests and schedule. 

The organization also offers a 
variety of other services including a 
pregnancy prevention program, a 
marriage strengthening program that 
provides a free marital retreat for 
couples, and parenting programs, 
including a program called Siempre 
Papa specifically for fathers. Family 
Services Inc also provides a suicide 
prevention program and _hotline,, 
Samaritans. 

For more information on the 
services available in Lawrence visit 
http://www. familyserviceine.com/. 
For specific information regarding 
the Mentoring Children of Promise 
Program contact Angie F. Estevez at 
aestevez@familyserviceinc.com. 


with big involvement 


serves Community Meals weekly 
at the Citizens Center in 
Haverhill. He also has a creative 
streak that has surfaced in theater 
in high school and his time at 
NECC, as well as in creative fic- 
tion writing. “I like writing, if | 
could focus... I'd like to get 
something published someday.” 

Nutter humbly says that focusing 
on anyone thing can be a challenge at 
times. 

Unfortunately, he there 
never seems a way to achieve the per- 
fect balance amongst his involve- 
ments, but talking to those who know 
him, it seems he has the balancing act 
down pretty well, as his peers and 
professors alike deem him responsi- 
ble and reliable. 

“He's been a very mature student. 
He takes responsibility. He's a very 
reliable kind of guy” says Professor 
Andrew Morse who has had Nutter 
as a student as well as witnessed his 
involvement in student clubs. 

Joe Donlon, former President of 
the Contemporary Affairs club, said 
about Nutter, “He's a good guy, very 
involved and responsible, very down 
to earth and knowledgeable.” 

“Honestly, Mike's just a stand up 


says 


guy... he's involve in clubs and the- 
ater, I see him all around” said Chris 
McMullen, Arts and Entertainment 
Editor for the Observer. 

McMullen worked with Nutter in 
the Merchant of Venice play where 
Nutter played an elderly blind man. 

In rehearsals he said “I knew | 


‘could trust him to be honest and give 


constructive criticism.” 

Nutter has a background of the- 
ater involvement in middle and high 
school and plans to audition for the 
Christmas Carol play this winter. 


Current president of the 


Contemporary Affairs Club, Lathon 
Jones Downing says, “He's very well 
spoken. I love his views, he keeps it 
somewhat unbiased. His words speak 
to the topic at hand. He is very dedi- 
cated to causes [and] I can see him 
going very far in life.” 

Currently, Nutter's plans for the 
future remain a mystery, but with his 
intelligence, and love of knowledge, 
there is no doubt it will be filled with 
an uncapped realm of possibility as 
he walks from NECC into his bright 
and brilliant future. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


Page13 NECC Observer Nov. 3, 2010 


Randy Moss is on the move again 


Randy Moss is about 
to be on his third 


team in one month 


By THOMAS BUTTNER 
Sports Editor 


After only four weeks with the 
Minnesota Vikings, wide receiver, 
Randy Moss has been released by the 
team. On Monday, November 1, NFL 
Network released a statement that 
Randy Moss has been waived by the 
Vikings. 

So far this season, Moss hasn't 
been a factor on any team he has 
played for. In eight games he has 
only caught 22 passes for 313 yards. 
But as always he offers the quarter- 
back a deep threat player. While his 
stats are lackluster he does have five 
touchdowns, three as a New England 
Patriot and two with the Minnestoa 
Vikings. 

_ This move comes as a shocker, 
after trading for Moss just a month 
ago. During his news conference 
after Sunday’s loss to the Patriots 
Moss showed his displeasure with 
the Vikings, and showed signs of 
envious of not being on the Patriots. 

“I miss the guys,” Moss said. “I 
miss the team. It was hard for me to 
come here and play. It's been an up- 
and-down roller coaster emotionally 
all week. And then to be able to come 
in here and see those guys run plays 
that I know what they're doing, and 
the success they had on the field, the 
running game, so I kind of know 
what type of feeling they have in 


Lebron 
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Lebron James is 
looking ahead 


By KERMIT VARGAS 
Correspondent 


| As many know by now, Lebron 
James is one of the top athletes in the 
world today. He was born December 
30, 1984. Many also know him by his 
nickname--King James. His basket- 
ball skills were so good that he went 
‘to the National Basketball 
Association (NBA) straight from 
‘high school. Currently he plays for 
the Miami Heat. 
Last summer Lebron James was 
not part of the Miami Heat. He was 
known to be a Cleveland Cavalier. 
Everyone thought that he was never 
going to leave that team. Just by him 
being on the Cleveland Cavaliers 
gave them a spotlight and a great 
opportunity to win a NBA champi- 
onship. 

When Lebron James was tele- 
vised live several months back no 
one expected the words that came out 
of his mouth. He said, "I will be 
going to the Miami Heat to join 
forces with Dwayne Wade and Chris 


their locker room. So I just want to be 
able to tell the guys I miss the hell out 
of ‘em, every last helmet in that lock- 
er room.” 

Vikings _head coach, Brad 
Childress, stated to his team that the 
reason Moss was cut was because he 
thought that Moss was “no longer 
with us.” 

Moss was also fined by the 
National Football League for not 
talking to reporters all week long. He 
was fined $25,000. 

About the fine Moss stated, "I got 
fined $25,000 for not speaking to you 
all. Me, personally, I really don't 
care. But at the same time, I do 
answer questions throughout the 
week. For the league to fine me 
$25,000, I'm not going to answer any 
more questions for the rest of this 
year. If it's going to be an interview, 
I'm going to conduct [it]. ... I'll ask 
myself the questions, then give y'all 
the answers. So from here on out, I'm 
not answering any more questions for 
the rest of this season." 

If Moss does not 
reporters for the rest of the season he 
would be fined up to $250,000. 

Even though Moss is still one of 
the best receivers in the league, teams 
may be hesitant when claiming him. 
If a team does claim him they will 
have to pay about $3.4 million of his 
contract. 

According to Moss’ agent Joel 
Segal, “Randy is very sad to find out 
about being waived by the Vikings 
this morning.” He went on to say, 
“He has and always will remain fond 
of the fans in Minnesota.” 


answer 


Randy Moss in a happier moment. 


“We will let the process of the 
waiver wire take its course and we 
will move on from here,” said Segal. 

The Patriots do have a chance to 
get Randy Moss back. But since he is 
on waiver, and the Patriots have the 
best record in the NFL they will be 


is here to win 


Bosh.” Ever since that a lot of fans 
looked at Lebron James in a whole 
different way. There were many com- 
ments such as, "He's a woosie", "He 
wants to win the championship the 
easy way,” "Coward James.” etc. It 
even got to the point that his ex- fans 
from Cleveland started burning all 
his jerseys and videotaped it. 

Just a couple weeks ago Lebron 


James left his team was because he 
knew there was nothing else he could 
do. He couldn't carry the entire team 
on his back anymore. He definitely 
tried his best with the Cleveland 
Cavaliers, but he knew that he could- 
n't take his team to another title 
appearance without any supporting 
cast around him. Since he knewthere 
were already two other outstanding 


Se 


I will be going to the Miami Heat to join 
forces with Dwayne Wade and Chris Bosh 


-Lebron James 


James said something to the media 
that surprised many people. He said 
that one of the main reasons why he 
left the Cleveland Cavaliers was 
because of racism. He said that the 
people were not treating him fair and 
right because of his skin color. He 
wasn't getting the respect that he 
deserved. He put the city of 
Cleveland back on the map when it 
came to sports. 

The main reason why Lebron 


athletes on the Miami Heat, he 
thought more about a championship 
ring, than taking it easy. 

So all in all, the main reason why 
James left Cleveland was because of 
race issues, and the second was 
because he was being smart, choos- 
ing to play with other players on his 
same pathway with the one thing on 
their mind which is to win a NBA 
championship. 


the last team to get a chance to claim 
him. The team with the worst record 
has the right to claim him first, fol- 
lowed by the second worst. 

When asked if Moss will be a 
Patriot again, receiver Wes Welker 
stated, “You know, that’s all coach 


MCTCampus photo 


Belichick’s decision. So whatever he 
decides we’re open to as a team. And 
I’m sure he’ll do what’s best for the 
organization.” 

If all 32 teams pass on Moss then 
he will become a free agent and can 
sign with whoever he wants. 


Preseason All-American 


For the first time ever 
a freshman is a pre- 
season All-American 


By THOMAS BUTTNER 
Sports Editor 


On Monday, November | the 
NCAA announced their preseason 
All-American team. For the first 
time, since the all-american voting 
began during the 86-87 season, a 
freshman has been named a presea- 
son All-American. 

North Carolina Tar Heels fresh- 
man Harrison Barnes, who is only 17 
years old, averaged 19.7 points per 
game and only 8.8 rebounds per 
game. 

North Carolina head coach Roy 
Williams stated, “This is indicative of 
the great respect that Harrison has 
nationally, and it’s an unbelievable 
accomplishment for a freshman. 

Duke’s Kyle Singler received the 
most votes and it’s the second time he 
has been named to the preseason All- 
American team. Singler is a senior 
and averaged 16.5 points a game and 
7.7 rebounds a game, while helping 
Duke capture the divison | title last 
year. 

As for this year Singler said, 
“Someone asked me if we don’t win a 
national championship, will it ruin 


the year? You just never know what 
to expect in the year and toward the 
end of the year. We’re not worried 
about that right now. There’s so much 
we can acomplish, especially at the 
beginning of the year...” 

Kansas State senior, Jacob 
Pullen, received the second most 
points. Last year Pullen averaged 
19.3 points a game and 3.4 rebounds 
a game. Kansas State will start off the 
year as third in the nation. 

Brigham Young University 
Senior, Jimmer Fredette, was the 
third leading vote getter. Last season 
he averaged 22.1 points per game and 
4.7 assists per game. 

Purdue senior JaJuan Johnson 
is the last player on the preseason All- 
American team. Last year he aver- 
aged 15.5 points per game and 7.1 
rebounds per game. 

No member of last year’s All- 
American team is back this season. 
Four of them were drafted in this 
year’s NBA draft. Players like John 
Wall, Evan Turner, Demarcus 
Cousins and Wesley Johnson. While 
only one player didn’t get drafted 
Villanova senior, Scottie Reynolds. 

None of those players were pre- 
season All-Americans last year. So 
even if you are a preseason All- 
American, it doesn’t mean that you’ ll 
end up an All-American at the end of 
the season. 
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Bruins look ahead 


Bruins need to 
start thinking 
about the future 


By KEvIN McDONALD 
Correspondent 


If | were Boston Bruins 
President, Cam Neely, I'd 
trade Tim Thomas and Marc 
Savard, but only when heathy. 

Center, Marc Savard, is 
currently out of the lineup for 
the Bruins, as he is suffering 
symptoms of postconcussive 
syndrome. Over the offseason, 
goalie, Tim Thomas, under- 
went hip surgery for a tom 
labrum in his left hip. 

On the season, Tim 
Thomas has been outstanding 
during his four starts. Thomas 
is 4-0 with a 0.75 goals against 
average and a .978 save per- 
centage. 

Marc Savard has yet to 
play this season, and his work- 
outs continue to get better. 
Savrad's return to action on ice 
is still up in the air. 

But, let's think about these 
two players. The thing that is 
most maddening is the money 
that is being paid to them this 
season. 

Thomas has a cap hit of 
$5 million and Savard has 
a cap hit of $4 million. 
That is too much money 
spent on players who could 
be injured again. 

It is a symptom of bad 
contracts issued by 


General Manager, Peter 
Chiarelli, but that is an 
entirely different story. 

With the way that 
Thomas is playing, it 
seems like a good idea to 
go and trade for a great 
player. When Savard plays 
and plays well, the same 
can be said for him. 

But when is it the right 
time to trade these two 
players? No one knows 
that answer, but many peo- 
ple are saying to do it 
before the trade deadline in 
March. 

If either is traded, it 
frees up cap space.I have 
two words for Cam: Do it! 
I have two words for the 
Bruins fans: be patient. 

Yes, it is definitely 
going to hurt losing Tim 
Thomas and Marc Savard, 
but it will be better for this 
team in the long run. 

Tuukka Rask is the 
future goaltender for the 
Bruins; he's young, he's 
agile, he's humble. Thomas 
is great as well, but he is 
being paid $5 million as a 
backup. Something needs 
to be done about that. 

If Thomas was traded 
to any team in the NHL, I 
would want to get a puck- 
moving defenseman in 
return, like a Dan Hamhuis 
of Vancouver, or Willie 
Mitchell of Los Angeles. 

All that Thomas needs 
to do is continue working 
hard and prove to the NHL 
that he is still a great goal- 
tender at 6. 


Savard would be little 
bit trickier to trade. He 
suffered a concussion from 
a blindside hit by Matt 
Cooke of Pittsburgh in 
March. Since then, he has 
come back for the second 
round playoff ‘series 
against Philadelphia, scor- 
ing the game winning goal 
in game one. Just before 
the start of the season, he 
told the Bruins he was suf- 
fering from postconcussive 
syndrome. 

When Savard is 
healthy, he could play to 
his potential and be the 
offensive threat the Bruins 
need. But, they should still 
trade him. 

Money and youth are the 
reasons way. 

With the growing roles for 
young centers, David Krejci 
and Tyler Seguin, right-wing 
Jordan Caron, and the immi- 
nent arrival of center Zach 
Hammil, Savard is the odd 
man out. Add in new fourth 
line center, Gregory 
Campbell, and the resigning 
of Patrice Bergeron, and 
Savard is a non-factor. 

Mare Savard would likely 
land a top draft pick in the entry 
draft if traded. A team like 
Edmonton, where veteran leader- 
ship is needed, is my perfeet land- 
ing spot for Savard. 

All in all, it will hurt to 
lose both Savard and Tim 
Thomas, but in the end, it will 
be great for the Bruins. 

The fans will just have to be 
patient with these two players. 


Celtics on fire 


Celtics start 
off better than 
people expected 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Correspondent 


Tuesday, October 26 
marked the first game of one of 
the most anticipated NBA sea- 
sons in years, and the opening 
game for the Boston Celtics. 

The Celtics hosted the 
most talked about team this 
NBA season, the Miami Heat. 

After a dominating per- 
formance by the Celtics and a 
late run by the Heat, the Celtics 
came out on top with a final 
score of 88 to 80. 

Leading up to this season 
the Miami Heat made a lot of 
noise by bringing together 
three of the top twenty players 
in the NBA all on one team. 

This game was the debut of 
the new big three players 
LeBron James, Dwyane Wade, 
and Chris Bosh. 

What people forgot 
to realize is that the Celtics 


have a big three of their own in 
Ray Allen, Paul Pierce, and 
Kevin Garnett as well as 
another rising star in Rajon 
Rondo. 

The Celtics had a big game 
playing their kind of basketball 
with passing, frequent subbing, 
and team defense. 

As a team, the Celtics had 
42 rebounds and 25 assists. 
Their young star Rajon Rondo 
dominated the game, coming 
up with only 4 points but had 
17 assists in the game. 

Coach Doc Rivers was 
quoted stating, “Rondo was 
just - | thought he was spectac- 
ular.” 

The Celtics held the Heat 
to just 9 points in the first quar- 
ter. The Heat seemed to be 
really off their game. The only 
time they led during the game 
was in the very beginning by 2 
points. 

For a team that is already 
bringing up talks of being title 
contenders they had 17 
turnovers and only shot for 
36.5 percent. 

As the game pushed on 


chants of, “over-rated!” rat 
through the entire arena fro 
the Celtic fans. 

During the postgame pre 
conference, Dwyane Wai 
said, “This is one of 82. Sor 
if everyone thought we we 
going to go 82-0. It just aii 
happening.” 

Despite their dismal pe 
formance as a team, individ 
ally, LeBron James had a gre 
opening performance with t 
Heat scoring 31 points. 

The Celtics dethroned t 
biggest hype in the NBA, b 
what does this mean for the | 
other games this season? C 
the Celtics make it back to # 
NBA finals? 

Will this be an 18th bann 
year for the Celtics? Only tin 
will be able to tell what 
going to happen but- you re 
bet the Celtics have their ¢ 
on that 18th championsh 
banner. 
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bet 3 “Can | turn off the game and set the table? 
Alte help? Ha, ha! Oh, honey, you are hilarious!” 
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Lauren 

| You offered her some gum on a flight to Atlanta 
in 1997 but she had headphones on and never 
heard you. The whole flight passed without 
conversation and she caught you checking her 
out at least eight times. 


©2010 Jay Schiller & Greg Cravens 
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Brian HE OLD IN 
He found the autographed, hard copy edition of MA 
"High Fidelity” that you stupidly left on the bus, 80 CHE = » 
but he didn’t bother to contact you even though Sy ESN = 

your business card was the bookmark and it y Se 

would have been really easy for him to find you. = : 


Add as friend | View Friends | Message 


Allison? 

You shoveled her grandparent's driveway in sixth 
grade while she was visiting from Omaha or 
Oklahoma or something. She brought out some h 
cocoa but it was so obvious that it was her 
grandma’s idea and she hid when you knocked on 
the door for your ten bucks 

u Add as friend | View Friends | Message 


CAP02201\4A- 


Page16 NECC Observer Nov. 3, 2010 


“To 


Sleep 
Eart 99 


Photos By:Chantal 
McGoverw 


Lindsay McCulloch, a former faculty 7 
member at NECC, lectured a crowd on | 
November 1, about following their | 
dreams, even if they seem silly at first. 

McCulloch wasn’t sure if becoming an 
artist was the right decision for her. But 
soon she knew following her dreams to | 
become an artist were correct. 

“You have teachers telling you what to | 
do all the time. But, in the end it is you in 
the studio,” she said. 

McCulloch added that her artwork is 
often a reflection of her feelings and 
thoughts on her life. 

- “Paintings often reflect the artist’s life 
and what they are going through,” 
McCulloch said. 

. McCulloch now works in Silver 
Springs, Maryland. She holds a bachelor 
of arts from the University of Virginia 
and has a maste’rs of fine arts in paintings 
from Boston University. 

The work of McCulloch has been on 
display at a variety of different colleges 
and is currently on display in the Artspace The exhibit is open Monday through 
at the Bentley library on the Haverhill Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday 


campus of NECC. | 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 


